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FROM GENERAL HORATIO GATES. 1

TRAVELLERS-REST 2 22th. June 1775

DEAR GENERAL

Last night I was Honourd by the receipt of your Obliging Letter of 17th: Instant, I shall

Obey your Commands with all possible Expedition,3 & hope to be in Philadelphia

Thursday next, & wish earnestly to find you there. I must take the Liberty to entreat it of

you, not to leave the Congress, until you are provided not only with all the Powers, but all

the Means, their Power can bestow, — if it is indispensibly necessary you should leave

Philadelphia before I get there, I hope to find with Colonel Harrison, your possitive &

particular Commands, in regard to any business you may leave unsettled behind you —

the request for the Riffle Men was well received in this Province, and in Maryland, Major

Stevenson Commands one of the Companys from hence, & I believe Capn: Morgan the

other. both excellent for the Service, Col Cresap told me on Monday morning that his Son

had Eighty Riffle Men ready to March, those go for one of the Companys from Maryland.

— Immediately upon the Arrival of your Express, I dispatch'd your Packets to your Brother,

& Col: Stephen. if their Answers don't come in half an hour, I will bring them with me —



Library of Congress

Horatio Gates to George Washington, June 22, 1775, Letters to Washington and Accompanying Papers. Published by the Society of the
Colonial Dames of America. Edited by Stanislaus Murray Hamilton. http://www.loc.gov/resource/mgw4.033_0601_0603

My Grateful Thanks are most Respectfully due to the Congress, for the very Handsome

manner in which they conferr'd their Commission4 —

I will not intrude more upon that Time, which is now so precious to you, only to assure you

I will not lose a moment in paying you my personal attendance, with the greatest respect

for your Character, & the sincerest attachment to your Person, I am

Dear General Your most Faithfull, & Obedient Humble Servant, HORATIO GATES

1 Born in Malden, Essex County, England, in 1718; died in New York City, April 10, 1806.
2 The name of General Gates's plantation in Berkeley County, Va.
3 Washington was unanimously elected Commander-in-Chief of the United Colonies, June 15, 1775.
4 General Gates was commissioned, by the Continental Congress of June, 4775, adjutant-general, with the
rank of brigadier-general. His was the first name proposed by Washington when asked to nominate officers for
the Revolutionary Army, although he was later a member of the “Conway Cabal” that endeavored to supplant
Washington in the chief command of the army.


